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MIDLAND SALEYARDS 

510. Hon PADDY EMBRY to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
As the minister is aware, there is some concern about the delay in a decision about the Midland stock saleyards.  
Is the minister able to give an indication to the House when a decision will be made public? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 

There is no delay in the decision-making process.  I took my view to Cabinet only four to five weeks ago.  It is 
quite normal in a decision that involves the disposition of $14.7 million of real estate to consider the matter 
carefully and to seek advice.  That is the process that Cabinet is going through.  It will take some time yet.  In 
answer to a question from Hon Bruce Donaldson some weeks ago, I stated that there were pressures operating on 
the Government to make a decision quickly.  The most important of those pressures is the need of the Midland 
Redevelopment Authority to get on with its planning.  Pressures are also coming from industry, because the main 
saleyard facility for Western Australia, which handles more than 50 per cent of livestock sales, is antiquated and 
does not meet animal or worker safety requirements.  It does not meet current occupational safety and health 
requirements.  There is a reason for the industry to move on and I am hopeful we will have a decision soon.  I 
reject the idea that there is any delay.  The matter was first reported to me six or seven months ago through a 
Western Australian Meat Industry Authority report.  That was prospective, because it was the authority’s view of 
how things should happen.  That began an extensive public debate. 

Hon Derrick Tomlinson:  It began 10 years ago. 

Hon KIM CHANCE:  Indeed.  One could say that, perhaps, it should have started 20 years ago.  It has a long 
history; I recognise that.  When I answered the question from Hon Bruce Donaldson I recognised that it was an 
issue with a long history of 10, 15 or even 20 years.  At this stage the Government is committed to making the 
changeover.  There are two quite separate drivers, which I have already mentioned: the Midland Redevelopment 
Authority and the needs of the industry to make a decision and get a new facility established. 
 


